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Galileo describes his method for making discoveries :

The method is this: direct the telescope upon the sun as
if you were going to observe that body. Having focused and
steadied it, expose a flat white sheet of paper about a foot
from the concave lens; upon this will fall a circular image
of the sun’s disk, with all the spots that are on it arranged
and disposed with exactly the same symmetry as in the sun.
The more the paper is moved away from the tube, the
larger this image will become and the better the spots will
be depicted.(quoted in Drake, 1957, p.115)
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“Grounded Theory”

means theory that was derived from data, systematically
gathered and analyzed through the research process.

(Strauss and Corbin)
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“Grounded Theory”
In this method, data collection, analysis, and eventual theory
stand in close relationship to one another.
A researcher does not begin a project with a preconceived
theory in mind (unless the purpose is to elaborate and
extend existing theory).

(Strauss and Corbin)
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A Grounded Theory Methodology:
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Characteristics of the Qualitative - Quantitative
Research Continuum in Education (Wiersma, 1995)

v

Inductive inquiry < Deductive inquiry

A
v

Understanding social phenomena Relationships, Effects, Causes

A
v

Atheoretical or Grounded Theory Theory-Based

Focused on individual variables

A
v

Holistic inquiry

A
v

Context-Specific Context-Free (Generalizations)

Detached role of researcher

A
v

Observer-Participant

A
v

Narrative description Statistical analysis

< >
QUALITATIVE t 1 I QUANTITATIVE
Ethnographic Experimental
Historical Quasi-experimental
Survey
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Qualitative Research Designs(Leedy & Ormrod, 2001)

Case study

Ethnography

Phenomenonological study
Grounded theory study

Content analysis

Historical study
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Case Study

Purpose: to understand one person or situation (or perhaps a very small

number) in great depth
Focus: one case or a few cases within its/their natural setting

Methods of data collection: observations, interviews, appropriate written

. documents and/or audiovisual material

. Methods of data analysis: Categorization and interpretation of data in term

of common themes, Synthesis into an overall portrait of the case(s)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Ethnography

Purpose: To understand how behaviors reflect the culture of a group
Focus: A specific field site in which a group of people share a common culture

Methods of data collection: participant observation, structured or

unstructured interviews with “informants”

Methods of data analysis: focus on significant events




Purpose: To understand an experience from the participants’ point of view

Focus: A particular phenomenon as it is typically lived and perceived by human

beings

Methods of data collection: In-depth unstructured interviews, Purposeful

. sampling of 5-25 individuals

. Methods of data analysis: search for “meaning units” that reflect various

aspects of the experience, Integration of the meaning units into a typical”

. experience
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Grounded Theory Study

Purpose: To derive a theory from data collected in a natural setting

Focus: Human actions and interactions, and how they results from and influence

one another
Methods of data collection: Interviews, Any other relevant data sources

Methods of data analysis: Prescribed and systematic method of coding the

data into categories and identifying interrelationships, Continual interweaving of
data collection and data analysis, Construction of a theory from the categories and
interrelationships f
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Purpose: To identify the specific characteristics of a body of material

Focus: Any verbal, visual, or behavioral form of communication

Methods of dada collection: Identification and possible sampling of the

specific material to be analyzed, Coding of the material in term of predetermined
and precisely defined characteristics

Methods of data analysis: Tabulation of the frequency of each

. characteristic, Descriptive or inferential statistical analyses as needed to answer
. the research question
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The Grounded Theory Methodology originally

was developed by two sociologists,

Barney Glaser and Anslem Strauss.

from the from the

Columbia University University of Chicago
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Characteristics of a Grounded Theorist

1. The ability to step back and critically analyze
situations

2. The ability to recognize the tendency toward bias

3. The ability to think abstractly

4. The ability to be flexible and open to helpful criticism
S. Sensitivity to the words and actions of respondents

6. A sense of absorption and devotion to the work
process
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[1. A1914738: Source of Research Problem}

11) The suggested or assigned research problems. }

[ To ask for suggestions from a professor doing N
research in an area of interest

* To follow up on a professional or collegial remark

* Whether or not funds are variable for research on

certain topics
N P J

~

2) The technical and nontechnical hteraturf

3) Personal and professional experience

-

k4) The researcher itself

[ (] av ¢
YUADUNTIVY (WA DR TWS T, 5A.49)



[1. A1D14I08: Research Question J

1) To fit the method }
12) Dictate the method J
(3) Helps to narrow the problem down to a workable size}

4) Provide the reflexibility and freedom to explore
a phenomenon in depth
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Research Design

Research Question and Sub Questions:

What are the role, task, and works of a leadership team in transforming a primary school ?

1. How do the leadership teams define their work ?
2. How does the leadership team function in the school ?

3. How do the transformational practices develop, and what factors influence their development ?

Research Process: ——— 3rd-6th month

4th-8th month

1st-2nd month

* methodologies: base on the foundation of Grounded Theory

* data collecting: interview key persons, observations, and documents study

* data analysis: open coding, axial coding, selective coding, and development of a theory, using Atlas Ti .

* validity and reliability: triangulation, data saturation, and extensive member checking.

* criteria for judging the applicability of theory : fit, understanding, generality, and control.

Gunya Pothivat; June 23, 2002.
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(A Transformational Leadership Team)
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